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	ABSTRACT

	
	
	The abstract is mandatory and must not exceed 250 words. It should provide a concise and structured summary of the research without citing references.
The abstract must clearly state:
· The research problem or planning issue addressed
· The objectives of the study
· The methodological approach (qualitative, quantitative, spatial, analytical, modeling, policy analysis, GIS-based, etc.)
· The principal findings
· The theoretical and/or practical implications for urban and regional planning
Authors are encouraged to emphasize the planning relevance of their work, including policy impact, spatial implications, sustainability dimensions, governance aspects, resilience strategies, or design outcomes where applicable.
The abstract should be written in a single paragraph, using clear and precise academic language. Avoid general statements and descriptive background information that does not directly relate to the study findings. 
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	الملخص
	
	تم الاستلام: 
تم المراجعة: 
مقبول: 
متوفر عبر الإنترنت:

	الملخص إلزامي ولا يجب أن يتجاوز 250 كلمة. يجب أن يقدم ملخصا موجزا ومنظما للبحث دون الاستشهاد بالمراجع.
يجب أن يوضح الملخص بوضوح:
· المشكلة البحثية أو قضية التخطيط التي تم معالجتها
· أهداف الدراسة
· النهج المنهجي (نوعي، كمي، مكاني، تحليلي، نمذج، تحليل سياسات، قائم على نظم المعلومات الجغرافية، إلخ)
· النتائج الرئيسية
· الآثار النظرية و/أو العملية على التخطيط الحضري والإقليمي
يشجع المؤلفون على التأكيد على أهمية أعمالهم في التخطيط، بما في ذلك تأثير السياسات، والآثار المكانية، وأبعاد الاستدامة، وجوانب الحوكمة، واستراتيجيات الصمود، أو نتائج التصميم حيثما ينطبق.
يجب كتابة الملخص في فقرة واحدة، باستخدام لغة أكاديمية واضحة ودقيقة. تجنب التصريحات العامة والمعلومات الخلفية الوصفية التي لا ترتبط مباشرة بنتائج الدراسة. 
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1. Introduction
The Introduction section should clearly define the research context within the field of urban and regional planning. It must articulate:
· The planning problem or research gap
· The theoretical background relevant to the study
· The research questions or hypotheses
· The objectives and scope of the study
· The structure of the paper
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Authors should avoid excessive historical narration or purely descriptive background. The introduction must demonstrate the academic contribution of the study and clarify how it advances planning theory, methodology, policy, or practice. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
The Literature Review section must provide a critical and analytical synthesis of previous scholarly work relevant to the research topic. It should not be limited to descriptive summaries; rather, it must identify theoretical foundations, methodological approaches, conceptual debates, and empirical findings within the field of urban and regional planning.
Authors are expected to:
· Demonstrate familiarity with recent and relevant international publications, particularly those indexed in recognized scientific databases.
· Identify gaps, inconsistencies, or limitations in existing studies.
· Clarify how the current research contributes to advancing planning theory, policy analysis, spatial methodologies, governance frameworks, sustainability strategies, or urban design practices.
· Situate the study within broader disciplinary discussions such as resilience, spatial justice, land-use planning, infrastructure systems, climate adaptation, housing, mobility, governance, or digital planning tools, where applicable.
The review should be logically structured, thematically organized, and directly linked to the research questions or hypotheses. Excessive historical narration or unrelated theoretical exposition should be avoided.
Where appropriate, authors may conclude the Literature Review with a conceptual framework or analytical model that guides the subsequent methodological design of the study.
All cited sources must appear in the reference list and follow the journal’s referencing style.

3. [bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: OLE_LINK24]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The Research Methodology section must clearly describe the research design and analytical procedures adopted in the study. The description should be sufficiently detailed to allow replication, verification, and further development of the results.
Authors must specify:
· The research approach (qualitative, quantitative, mixed-methods, spatial analysis, modeling, policy analysis, comparative study, etc.).
· The study area and its planning relevance.
· Data sources (primary surveys, interviews, GIS layers, remote sensing data, official statistics, planning documents, field observations, etc.).
· Sampling techniques, if applicable.
· Analytical tools and software used (e.g., GIS platforms, statistical packages, spatial modeling tools).
· Validation procedures or reliability measures where relevant.
If large datasets are used, authors should indicate whether the data are publicly accessible and provide access details where applicable. Any restrictions on data availability must be clearly stated at the submission stage.
Studies involving human participants (e.g., surveys, interviews, stakeholder engagement) must declare ethical approval where required and confirm adherence to institutional or national ethical standards.
Well-established methods may be briefly described with appropriate citation, while new or adapted methodological frameworks must be explained in sufficient detail.

4. RESULTS 
This section presents the empirical, analytical, or spatial findings of the study in a clear and structured manner. It may be divided into subsections where appropriate.

Results should:

· Directly respond to the research questions or hypotheses.
· Be presented objectively before extended interpretation.
· Include statistical outputs, spatial maps, comparative tables, or modeling outcomes where relevant.
· Avoid duplication of data already presented in tables or figures.
Subsections may be organized as follows:

4.1 Subsection
4.1.1 Sub-subsection

Use headings only when necessary to enhance clarity and logical flow.
Figures and tables must be referenced within the text (e.g., Figure 1, Table 1) and placed as close as possible to their first citation. Visual materials such as maps, diagrams, charts, and spatial models should be of publication quality and clearly readable.

Bullet points may be used sparingly to summarize key findings:

• Major spatial trends identified;
• Significant statistical relationships;
• Policy-relevant outcomes;

Numbered lists may be used for procedural or sequential results when necessary.
Interpretation should remain concise in this section; extended theoretical discussion should be reserved for the Discussion section. 


5. DISCUSSION
The Discussion section should provide a critical interpretation of the findings in relation to the research questions, theoretical framework, and existing literature.
Authors are expected to:
· Explain how the results confirm, challenge, or extend previous planning theories or empirical studies.
· Clarify the spatial, social, environmental, economic, or governance implications of the findings.
· Discuss the relevance of the outcomes for urban and regional planning practice, policy-making, or design interventions.
· Reflect on contextual factors that may influence the generalizability of the results.
This section should move beyond description and demonstrate analytical depth. Comparative insights with international experiences or similar case studies are encouraged where relevant.
Authors should also acknowledge methodological limitations, data constraints, or contextual boundaries that may affect interpretation. A brief indication of future research directions may be included where appropriate.
The Discussion must remain focused and logically structured, avoiding repetition of results already presented. 

6. CONCLUSIONS
The Conclusions section is mandatory and must clearly summarize the main contributions of the study without repeating the abstract.
This section should:
· Concisely restate the core findings of the research.
· Clarify the theoretical contribution to urban and regional planning knowledge.
· Highlight practical implications for planning policy, governance frameworks, spatial strategies, infrastructure systems, environmental management, or urban design, where applicable.
· Indicate how the study advances methodological or analytical approaches in planning research.
Authors should avoid introducing new data or references in this section. Instead, emphasis should be placed on the significance and applicability of the findings.
Where relevant, a brief statement on research limitations and recommendations for future studies may be included to guide subsequent scholarly inquiry.
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REFERENCES 
All references cited in the manuscript must appear in the reference list, and all references listed must be cited in the text.
The journal adopts the APA (Author–Date) citation style unless otherwise specified in the final author guidelines. In-text citations should follow the format:
· Single author: (Smith, 2020)
· Two authors: (Smith & Brown, 2021)
· Three or more authors: (Smith et al., 2022)
When directly quoting a source, page numbers must be included (e.g., Smith, 2020, p. 45).
The reference list must:
· Be arranged alphabetically by the surname of the first author.
· Use a hanging indentation format.
· Include the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) where available.
· Ensure consistency in formatting across all entries.
Authors are strongly encouraged to cite recent and high-quality scholarly sources, particularly those indexed in internationally recognized databases. Where relevant, authors should also consider citing articles previously published in Journal of Planner and Development to enhance scholarly continuity.
Examples of reference formatting:
Journal Article:
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of the article. Journal Name, Volume(Issue), pages. https://doi.org/xxxxx
Book:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of the book. Publisher.
Book Chapter:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of chapter. In B. B. Editor (Ed.), Title of book (pp. xx–xx). Publisher.
Conference Paper:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of paper. In Proceedings of the Conference Name (pp. xx–xx). Publisher.
Online Source:
Organization Name. (Year). Title of document. URL
Authors are responsible for the accuracy and completeness of all references.

TABLES, FIGURES, MAPS, DIAGRAMS, AND ILLUSTRATIONS
Tables, figures, maps, diagrams, charts, photographs, and spatial-modeling outputs must be used only when they strengthen the argument of the manuscript. They should present evidence clearly, avoid unnecessary decoration, and remain directly connected to the research problem, methodology, results, or planning implications.
General Requirements
• All tables and figures must be cited in the text before they appear and must follow numerical order (e.g., Table 1, Figure 1).
• Each table or figure must have a concise, descriptive title that explains its content without repeating long methodological details.
• Table titles must appear above the table; figure captions must appear below the figure.
• All titles and captions must be centered and written in Times New Roman, 11 pt.
• Tables, figures, maps, and diagrams must be placed as close as possible to their first citation in the text.
• Visual materials must be readable at the final printed size. Avoid decorative borders, excessive colors, shadows, three-dimensional effects, or unnecessary graphical elements.
• Any visual material reproduced or adapted from another source must include proper citation and permission where required.
Tables
• Tables should summarize data, comparisons, classifications, indicators, or statistical results that cannot be communicated more clearly in the text.
• Do not duplicate the same information in both text and table. Use the text to interpret the table, not to repeat every value.
• The font size inside tables must not be smaller than 10 pt.
• Use simple horizontal lines where necessary and avoid excessive gridlines.
• All measurement units must be stated clearly in the table title, column heading, or table note.
• Notes explaining abbreviations, data sources, statistical significance, or calculation methods must be placed directly below the table in Times New Roman, 9 pt.
Table 1. Example of Table Formatting for Urban Planning Indicators
[image: ]
Note. Replace the sample indicators with the author’s actual data. Units, time periods, and data sources must be stated clearly.
Figures, Charts, and Photographs
• Figures may include charts, photographs, spatial analysis outputs, conceptual diagrams, modeling results, and other illustrations relevant to the study.
• Graphs and charts must include clear axis labels, units, legends where needed, and readable labels at print size.
• Photographs must be sharp, properly framed, and directly relevant to the research evidence; purely decorative photographs should not be used.
• Recommended image quality is at least 300 dpi for print reproduction.
[image: ]
Figure 1. Example of a Chart Caption with Clear Axis Labels and Measurement Units
Source: Author’s analysis. This sample chart is for formatting guidance only and must be replaced by the author’s own figure.
Conceptual Diagrams and Analytical Frameworks
• Conceptual diagrams should clarify the logic of the study, the relationship between variables, or the sequence of analytical procedures.
• A diagram must be simple enough to be understood at first reading and must not contain excessive text, unexplained abbreviations, or decorative elements.
• All arrows, boxes, symbols, and colors must have a clear analytical meaning.
[image: ]
Figure 2. Example of a Conceptual Diagram Showing the Analytical Logic of the Study
Source: Prepared by the author. Authors should adapt the diagram to their own theoretical framework or methodology.
Maps and Spatial Outputs
• Maps must include a scale bar, north arrow where applicable, legend, data source, and coordinate system when relevant.
• Map symbols, colors, line weights, and labels must remain legible after reduction to journal size.
• GIS and remote-sensing outputs must identify the data source, year, spatial resolution or scale, and processing method where applicable.
• Maps should communicate planning evidence and should not be inserted as decorative background images.
[image: ]
Figure 3. Example of a Map Layout Including North Arrow, Scale Bar, Legend, and Data Source
Source: Author’s GIS analysis based on official planning layers, Year. Replace the sample map with the actual study-area map.
Final Author Responsibility
Authors are responsible for ensuring that all tables, figures, maps, diagrams, photographs, and illustrations are accurate, properly cited, copyright-compliant, and consistent with the journal template. Submissions containing unreadable, incomplete, uncited, or low-quality visual materials may be returned for technical revision before peer review.

MANUSCRIPT FORMAT AND PAGE SETUP
Manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Planner and Development must strictly follow the formatting requirements outlined in this template. Authors are not permitted to modify page layout settings.
The manuscript must be prepared according to the following specifications:
· Page size: A4 (210 × 297 mm).
· Margins: Top 1.4 cm; Bottom 2 cm; Left 1.29 cm; Right 1.29 cm; Gutter 0 cm (Gutter position: Left).
· Font: Times New Roman.
· Main text font size: 10 pt.
· Line spacing: Single-spaced.
· Paragraph alignment: Justified.
· Page numbers, headers, and footers must not be inserted by the authors.
Section headings must follow a consistent hierarchy:
· Level 1: Bold, 10 pt, all capital letters.
· Level 2: Bold, 10 pt, capitalize first letter of each major word.
· Level 3: Italic or regular (not bold), 10 pt, capitalize first letter only.
The total length of the manuscript must not exceed 20 pages, including tables, figures, references, appendices, and any supplementary material included within the main document.
Authors are responsible for ensuring that the final submitted manuscript strictly adheres to these formatting standards. Submissions that do not comply may be returned for technical revision prior to peer review.
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Indicator Unit Value

Population density person/ha 85
Public green space m?2/person 4.5
Walking distance to park m 760

Note. Units, time periods, and data sources must be stated clearly.
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Example only: replace this with the author's conceptual framework or analytical model.




image7.png
\/\/\/\

(___W [ 1

Legend
[] Urban blocks

] |:| Water/river edge
0 250 500 m

Data source: Author's GIS analysis based on official planning layers, Year.

Coordinate system: State the adopted coordinate system where applicable.
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