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Editorial Note 

The publication of Volume 31, Issue 2, for the year 2026 represents an important transitional stage in 
the development of the Journal of Planner and Development. This issue follows the implementation of 
a series of scientific, editorial, and technical updates intended to strengthen the journal and enhance its 
academic presence at both the regional and international levels. 

Beginning on 1 July 2026, the journal adopted English as the primary language for newly submitted 
manuscripts. This policy forms part of the journal’s effort to broaden its readership and research 
community, increase the discoverability and citation potential of published articles, and better prepare 
the journal to meet the requirements of international indexing services and scholarly databases. 

The articles published in this issue were submitted and accepted before the new language policy came 
into effect. Their editorial procedures were therefore completed, and they are published in Arabic within 
the transitional arrangements approved by the Editorial Board. This approach preserves the academic 
and procedural rights of authors whose manuscripts had already completed the evaluation and 
acceptance stages under the previous policy, and it does not represent a reversal of the language policy 
adopted for new submissions. 

The development process included rebuilding the journal website in English, updating the journal’s 
description, aims, and scientific scope, reorganizing the policy and guideline pages, developing the 
official manuscript template, and strengthening article metadata requirements. It also included updates 
to the policies governing peer review, research integrity, similarity screening, publication ethics, and 
the responsible use of artificial intelligence tools. 

The Editorial Board expects these updates to establish a clearer institutional pathway for publication, 
improve the quality of submitted research, strengthen transparency in dealings with authors, reviewers, 
and readers, and prepare the journal for a gradual transition toward a broader international presence 
while preserving its scientific identity and its role in addressing planning and development issues in Iraq 
and the region. 



 
 
About the Journal 

Journal of Planner and Development is a peer-reviewed, open access academic journal published by the 
Center of Urban and Regional Planning for Postgraduate Studies, University of Baghdad. The journal 
provides a scholarly platform for publishing rigorous research in urban and regional planning, urban 
design, sustainable development, environmental planning, spatial analysis, geoinformatics, planning 
technologies, urban systems, and socio-spatial studies. 

The journal aims to support the production of scholarly knowledge and the development of research 
methods and tools that contribute to understanding and addressing contemporary urban and regional 
issues. It publishes Original Research Articles and Review Articles that make a clear contribution to 
planning theory, methodology, policy, or practice. 

Descriptive reports, consultancy or institutional documents, opinion papers, project summaries, and 
technical applications that do not provide a clear contribution to planning knowledge or practice fall 
outside the journal’s scope. 

 

Aims and Scientific Scope 

1. Urban and Regional Planning Theory and Practice 
Urban and regional planning; urbanization and urban transformations; contemporary planning systems; the 
history of planning thought; Arab cities and cultural transformations; urban governance; planning policies; 
and planning laws and regulations. 

2. Sustainable Development and Environmental Planning 
Urban sustainability; climate change and urban adaptation; environmental planning; pollution; urban 
resilience; green infrastructure; natural resource management; and low-carbon planning. 

3. Urban Design, Housing, and the Built Environment 
Urban design; public spaces; housing planning; quality of urban life; urban morphology; urban heritage; 
community-oriented design; and built environment studies. 

4. Spatial Analysis, Geoinformatics, and Planning Technologies 
Geographic Information Systems; remote sensing; urban spatial analysis; operations research; urban 
modelling; smart cities; artificial intelligence in planning; and urban big data. 

5. Urban Systems, Economy, and Socio-Spatial Dynamics 
Urban economy; urban sociology; urban geography; rural–urban development; tourism planning; industrial 
sites; spatial justice; demographic transformations; and the spatial dimensions of economic and social 
development. 

 

 



 
 
Journal Language Policy 

Journal of Planner and Development adopts English as the primary language for new manuscripts 
submitted from 1 July 2026 onward. Articles must include their essential metadata in both English and 
Arabic, including the article title, author names, institutional affiliations, abstract, and keywords. 

Articles accepted before the implementation date of this policy are subject to the transitional 
arrangements approved by the Editorial Board, ensuring that their procedures are completed under the 
conditions and policies in force at the time of submission and acceptance. 

 

Submission, Peer Review, and Publication Procedures 

1. Electronic submission of the manuscript and all required files and forms through the journal 
website. 

2. Technical screening to verify file completeness, metadata accuracy, and compliance with the 
official template. 

3. Similarity and originality screening. 
4. Initial editorial screening to assess the manuscript’s relevance to the journal’s scope and its 

scientific and methodological quality. 
5. Referral of eligible manuscripts to independent reviewers under a double-blind peer review 

system. 
6. Completion of the required revisions and submission of a revised manuscript and a detailed 

response letter to the reviewers. 
7. Final editorial decision. 
8. Technical and language editing, proofreading, and preparation of the final version. 
9. Review and approval of the publication-ready version by the corresponding author. 
10. Online publication in the volume and issue assigned to the article. 

Passing the technical screening does not constitute scientific acceptance of the manuscript. Publication 
fees do not influence reviewer selection, reviewer reports, or editorial decisions, and fees are requested 
only after a final acceptance decision has been issued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Editorial Board 

The journal’s Editorial Board includes academics and specialists in urban and regional planning, urban 
design, architecture, the built environment, sustainability, spatial development, geoinformatics, and socio-
spatial studies. 

Name Role Institutional Affiliation Specializations 
Prof. Dr. Amer Shakir 
Alkinani Editor-in-Chief 

Center of Urban and Regional Planning 
for Postgraduate Studies, University of 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Urban and Regional Planning; Urban 
Design; Urban Resilience; Heritage-led 
Urban Regeneration 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Suaad 
Jaber Laffta Managing Editor 

Center of Urban and Regional Planning 
for Postgraduate Studies, University of 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Urban Planning; Environmental Planning; 
GIS and Spatial Analysis; Sustainable 
Urban Development 

Prof. Dr. Mohamed Gamal 
Abdelmonem 

Editorial Board 
Member 

York School of Architecture, University 
of York, United Kingdom 

Architecture; Architectural History and 
Theory; Urban Heritage; Socio-Spatial 
Practice; Digital and Virtual Heritage 

Prof. Dr. Ghada Farouk 
Hassan Saad 

Editorial Board 
Member 

Department of Urban Design and Urban 
Planning, Faculty of Engineering, Ain 
Shams University, Egypt 

Urban Design; Urban Planning; Urban 
Ecology; Participatory Planning; Informal 
Settlement Upgrading 

Dr Husam Al Waer Editorial Board 
Member University of Dundee, United Kingdom 

Urban Design; Placemaking; Sustainable 
Urbanism; Masterplanning; 20-Minute 
Neighbourhoods 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa A. 
Ebreheem 

Editorial Board 
Member 

Center of Urban and Regional Planning 
for Postgraduate Studies, University of 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Urban and Regional Planning; GIS; 
Spatial Planning; Urban Management; 
Masterplan Review 

Prof. Dr. Mahmood Ahmed 
Bakr Khayat 

Editorial Board 
Member University of Kurdistan Hewlêr, Iraq 

Architecture; Sustainable Architecture; 
Built Heritage; Architectural Theory; 
Environmental Design 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Rania 
Ibrahim Nasreldin 

Editorial Board 
Member 

Department of Architecture, Faculty of 
Engineering, Cairo University, Egypt 

Architecture; Housing Studies; Urban 
Design; Walkability and Public Space; 
Socio-Spatial Analysis 

Prof. Dr. Hussain Ahmed S. 
Al-Shadidi 

Editorial Board 
Member 

Center of Urban and Regional Planning 
for Postgraduate Studies, University of 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Regional Planning; Spatial Development; 
Mixed Land Use; Urban Expansion; 
Spatial Justice 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Hussein 
Turki Attia 

Editorial Board 
Member 

Department of Architecture, College of 
Engineering, University of Kerbala, Iraq 

Architecture; Geomatics; Urban Planning; 
City Modeling; Photogrammetry and 
LiDAR 

Lect. Dr. Abd Al-Wahab 
Ahmed Jameel 

Editorial Board 
Member 

Center of Urban and Regional Planning 
for Postgraduate Studies, University of 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Urban and Regional Planning; Smart 
Cities; Environmental Planning 

 Journal Staff 

The journal staff support the editorial office in language editing, administrative coordination, manuscript 
follow-up, financial procedures, and the management of the journal’s editorial workflow. 

Name Position Scope of Work 

Lect. Thamer Khalaf Atiwi Language Editor 
Supports the editorial office in 
language editing and the review of 
manuscript texts before publication. 

Assist. Lect. Ammar Ghalib Salim Technical and Language Support 
Officer 

Providing technical support for the 
journal website and electronic 
publishing system and assisting with 
the linguistic review of published 
content. 

Eng. Noha Zaid Abd Al-Sahib Administrative Correspondence and 
Documentation Officer 

Office correspondence and 
administrative documentation related 
to the journal’s operations. 

 



 
 

Publication Ethics and Research Integrity 

The journal is committed to originality, integrity, transparency, and editorial independence throughout the 
submission, peer review, and publication processes. Manuscripts are subject to similarity screening, and the 
journal does not accept plagiarism, unauthorized self-plagiarism, redundant publication, manipulation of 
data, images, or maps, inappropriate authorship, citation manipulation, or undisclosed conflicts of interest. 

Authors bear full responsibility for the accuracy, originality, integrity of data and references, and ethical 
declarations of their research. Any use of generative artificial intelligence tools in editing, translation, 
coding, data processing, or content generation must be disclosed, and an artificial intelligence tool may not 
be listed as an author. 

Submitted manuscripts and peer review reports are treated as confidential documents. Reviewers and editors 
must not upload them to public artificial intelligence tools or unsecured platforms. 

Policy on Publications by Editorial Board Members and 
Editorial Independence 

Journal of Planner and Development permits the Editor-in-Chief, Managing Editor, and Editorial Board 
members to submit their research for publication, provided that such manuscripts are subject to all 
submission, screening, peer review, and publication requirements applied to other manuscripts, without 
preferential treatment. 

When a manuscript is authored or co-authored by the Editor-in-Chief, Managing Editor, or an Editorial 
Board member, the author concerned is fully excluded from every stage of its editorial handling, including 
initial screening, reviewer selection, access to reviewer identities or correspondence, assessment of reviewer 
reports, and the final editorial decision. 

In such cases, the manuscript is assigned to an independent editor who has no conflicting interest with the 
authors or the subject of the research. The independent editor assumes full responsibility for supervising the 
peer review process and making the editorial decision in accordance with the journal’s double-blind peer 
review policy and its approved scientific and ethical standards. 

An author’s editorial position does not affect the decision to send a manuscript for peer review, accept it, or 
reject it. All decisions are based on scholarly originality, methodological soundness, quality of analysis, 
compliance with publication ethics, and the manuscript’s contribution to the journal’s scope. 

When an article authored or co-authored by an Editorial Board member is published, the journal includes an 
editorial note stating that the author did not participate in the handling, peer review, or decision-making 
process and that all procedures were managed independently. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Open Access and Copyright 

Articles in Journal of Planner and Development are published under an open access model and distributed 
under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0). This license permits articles 
to be read, downloaded, copied, distributed, reused, and archived, provided that appropriate credit is given 
to the authors, the article, the journal, and the original source. 

The views and conclusions expressed in published articles are those of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Editorial Board, the Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 
Postgraduate Studies, or the University of Baghdad. 

 

Reviewers Who Contributed to the Peer Review of This Issue 

As part of the journal’s commitment to ensuring the quality of published research and strengthening the 
objectivity of editorial decisions, the Editorial Board highly values the scholarly contributions made by the 
reviewers in evaluating the manuscripts included in this issue. Their reports and scientific and 
methodological comments contributed to improving the manuscripts and verifying their originality, 
methodological soundness, clarity of findings, and relevance to the journal’s scope. 

The Editorial Board extends its sincere thanks and appreciation to: 

No. Name and Academic Title Affiliation 
1 Prof. Dr. Kareem Hassan Alwan Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
2 Prof. Dr. Nadia Abdul Majeed Al-Salam Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
3 Prof. Dr. Nada Khalifa Al-Rikabi Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
4 Prof. Dr. Muhaib Kamil Al-Rawi Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
5 Prof. Dr. Shatha Hassan Abbas Department of Architectural Engineering, College of 

Engineering, University of Baghdad 
6 Prof. Dr. Jamal Baqir Mutlak Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
7 Prof. Dr. Mustafa Abdul Jalil Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
8 Prof. Dr. Hussein Al-Shadidi Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
9 Prof. Dr. Areej Khairi Othman Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
10 Prof. Dr. Rasha Malik  Musa Department of Architectural Engineering, College of 

Engineering, University of Babylon 
11 Prof. Dr. Uday Zakaria Department of Geomatics, College of Civil 

Engineering, University of Technology 
12 Assist. Prof. Dr. Suaad Jaber Laffta Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
13 Assist. Prof. Dr. Tuqa Raad Faculty of Urban Planning, University of Kufa 



 
 
No. Name and Academic Title Affiliation 
14 Assist. Prof. Dr. Mufeed Ihsan Shawk College of Architectural Engineering, University of 

Technology 
15 Assist. Prof. Dr. Zahraa Imad Al-

Hussaini 
Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 
Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 

16 Assist. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Abdul Salam Faculty of Urban Planning, University of Kufa 
17 Assist. Prof. Dr. Sarah Mahmoud Center of Urban and Regional Planning for 

Postgraduate Studies , University of Baghdad 
The journal affirms that the reviewers’ efforts constitute an essential element in maintaining the rigor of 
scholarly publishing, supporting academic integrity, and improving the quality of research submitted in the 
fields of planning and development. 

Contact Information 

• Journal of Planner and Development (JPD) 
• Center of Urban and Regional Planning for Postgraduate Studies, University of Baghdad 
• Al-Jadriya, Baghdad, Iraq – P.O. Box 47251 
• Email: usj@iurp.uobaghdad.edu.iq 
• Telephone: 07905194136 
• Website: https://jpd.uobaghdad.edu.iq/index.php/jpd 

  



 
 

Table of Contents 

No. Article Title Author(s) Pages 

1 Sustainable Tourism in the Iraqi Marshes 
(Concepts, Experiences and Indicators) 

Amani Abdel-Sada Abd 
Rabbo, Amer Shaker Khader 

1–10 

2 Affordable housing policies and their role in 
achieving Sustainable Development “A case 

study of Baghdad” 

Adnan Ibrahim Abdullah, 
Areej Khairi Al-Rawi 

11–18 

3 Vacuum Insulation Panels as a Sustainable 
Solution for Energy Efficiency in Residential 
Buildings: A Case Study of an Apartment as a 

Model for Sustainable Design 

Ammar Rasheed Salman, Sally 
Fakhri Khalaf 

19–28 

4 The role of urban dimension in improving urban 
happiness (a case study on Al-Amir 
neighborhood in the city of Najaf) 

Mustafa Emad Faisal, Sara 
Mahmood Hubaiter Al-Jawari 

29–36 

5 The impact of customs and traditions on the 
urban landscape within the framework of cultural 

diversity 

Hachim Hamid Ali, Zahraa 
Imad Hussein 

37–45 

6 Using Digital Twins To Develop Smart 
Management Of Green Spaces 

Ruqayah Basim Khazaal, Saba 
Jabbar Neima, Abeer Ibrahim 

Musa 

46–53 

7 Analyze and Evaluate the Factors affecting 
housing overcrowding case study Al-Shu'la area 

Safa Khalil Ibrahim, Jamal 
Baqer Motlak Al-Saadi 

54–61 

8 The Role of Urban Resilience in Enhancing 
Land Use Efficiency in Urban City Centers, Case 

Study 

Ruqaya Jawad Khamat, Ihsan 
Sabah Hadi 

62–70 

9 Spatial Development Strategy and Its Role in 
Promoting Growth in Poor Regions 

Yarub Yousif Mohammed, 
Ammar Khalil Ibrahim 

71–81 

10 Measuring Developmental Disparities and Their 
Impact on Achieving Balanced Spatial 

Development in the Districts of Baghdad 
Governorate 

Hussein Herez Abdullah, 
Ammar Khalil Ibrahim 

82–91 

11 The Role of Smart Platforms and Applications in 
the Work of Smart Cities: Case studies from 

Barcelona, Singapore and Dubai 

Hussein Ali Abdulfattah, 
Moheb Kamel Fleyeh 

92–106 



 
 
No. Article Title Author(s) Pages 

12 Spatial Analysis of Urban Poverty Using 
Geographic Information Systems (Gis): Case 
Study of some Neighborhoods in the City of 

Hilla 

Kawther Hasen Ali, Dalia 
Ayad Aboud, Olaa Dawood 

Salman 

107–113 

13 The Role of Urban Context in Promoting 
Heritage Tourism 

Usama Sajid. Al-Mayyah, 
Nadia A. Al-Salam 

114–122 

14 The Role of the Master Plan in Controlling 
Urban Growth: A Planning Vision 

Mohammed Amer Shaker, 
Nada Mohammed Abid Al-

Hayani 

123–131 

15 Archaeological Site Governance as an Entry 
Point for Enhancing Sustainable Tourism 

Development in the City of Samarra 

Nazik Median Al-Musawi, 
Suaad Jaber Lafta 

132–137 

16 Urban Experiments in the Topology of Traffic 
Flows and Land Uses 

Hawraa Faleh Jaber, Nada 
Mohammed Abid Al-Hayani 

138–146 

17 Sustainable residential complex planning: 
Analysis of contemporary experiences and 

extraction of indicators 

Elaf Ahmed Abed, Hussein 
Ahmed Al-Shadidi 

147–156 

18 Digital Transformation in Urban Transport 
Network Design: Baghdad Street in Najaf city as 

a Model 

Ali Hashim Al-ameedee, Nada 
Khaleefah Alrikabi 

157–166 

19 International Experiences in Agritourism and 
Their Role in Rural Development 

Abdullah Ali Ubaid Muslih, 
Areaj Khariy Alrawi 

167–179 

20 The Effects of Social Fabric on Urban Security: 
A Case Study of Baghdad After 2003 

Alhareth Fadhel Hawi, Abbas 
Hashem Sahn 

180–187 

21 Housing cost analysis in housing projects A 
comparative study between the Al-Mukhtar and 

Al-Sultan complexes in Najaf 

Hussein Jawad, Zahraa Imad 
Hussain 

188–195 

22 Analysis of the Spatial Reconfiguration of Urban 
Squares through Movement Network Analysis 

(Space Syntax): A Case Study of Al-Nisour 
Square 

Noor K. Yousif, Mostafa A. 
Ibrahim 

196–210 

 


