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Abstract: The vital role of rivers represented in the urban formation of cities and specifically in 

the structure and design of their river fronts, which is one of the most distinguished parts in the 

city, as  the most vital land uses always nears to the river to take advantage of the benefits it 

provides, despite the significant role played by the facades overlooking it in the city life, the river 

fronts  in Iraq have remained, in general, and in the Baghdad, particularly, neglected in design.  

This research deals with the urban formation principles of cities in river fronts, in general, that 

contribute to the development of urban formation of the river fronts, in particular. By building a 
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theoretical framework to extract the most important indicators in the formation of the river 

fronts, and then employed them in the selected area for the case study for - Old Resafa center. 

The research reached to make a model explains the relationship between the main vocabularies, 

and all their kinds and brands, in addition to the physical components of the river fronts. The 

most important recommended of the research is the need to study the urban formation of river 

fronts to understand their nature and identity and to defines their positive aspects to adopted 

them in the process of urban development. 
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