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ABSTRACT

Keywords:

Physical urban landscape, spiritual
urban landscape, sense of belonging,
symbolic representation, cultural
perception, urban identity

Cultural diversity represents one of the most prominent features of the contemporary city, and
customs and traditions are one of its tangible manifestations, leaving a direct impact on
shaping the urban landscape. These practices are not limited to being an expression of
collective identity; they also become an active element that reshapes spaces, influencing
patterns of use, urban composition, and manifestations of symbolic perception. Despite this
vital role, customs and traditions often remain outside the scope of systematic urban planning,
resulting in unbalanced spaces that sometimes exclude certain cultural components in favor
of others and limit the fair spatial expression of collective identity.This research is based on
the premise that integrating customs and traditions within a systematic analytical reading
enables the detection of their impact on the urban landscape in both its material and moral
dimensions. Employing field tools that included a questionnaire and spatial and qualitative
analysis in the city of Kirkuk—a model rich in cultural diversity—this impact was measured
through precise indicators such as public spaces, land use, symbolic representation, and urban
identity. The results showed that customs and traditions produce a multi-layered visual and
social character, but at the same time, if not managed consciously, they may contribute to the
perpetuation of discrimination or the marginalization of certain groups. Thus, the research
emphasizes the importance of adopting an urban perspective that integrates cultural heritage
within the mechanisms of space production, transforming diversity into a strategic resource
that enhances belonging, symbolic justice, and social integration in the city
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